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eleventh century, had assumed the form of a tax levied on all
families and variable according to the lord's will, which has given
rise to the supposition that it was originally imposed on the serfs
only. The heaviest dues were paid in kind, in accordance with the
usages of a time when money was so rare that barter was the most
usual form of exchange. Sometimes it was a portion of the crop,
or champart, the value of which varied according to the crop;
but most often it was a fixed quantity of corn, wine, eggs, and
fowls which had to be delivered to the lord.

The villeins owed the lord conies, or forced labour-that is,
so many days' work on the lands reserved to him, which were
spent in mowing and haymaking in his meadows, harvesting,
threshing, and storing his corn, clearing his ditches, and repairing
the walls of his castle.

The villeins were obliged to make use of their lord's fixtures:
they had to have their grain ground at his mill, their bread baked
in his oven, their vintage pressed in his winepress, and to pay a
fee for all these services. They had to respond to a public order
issued by the lord for harvesting or vintaging. From this order,
known as the ban, is derived the word banal, applied to the village
mill, oven, wine-press, etc., and the name bawliti, originally used
in France of obligations of this sort.

The villeins remained subject to ancient dues, such as tolls (in
France, pdage), the name of which (tonlieu) is of Roman origin, and
the duty of quartering (gite), by which they were obliged to lodge
and board their lord and his escort. They were bound to allow
the lord to hunt over their lands and were forbidden to touch the
game which devoured their crops.

Their holdings were hereditary, and custom allowed them to sell
those that were free; but the lord levied a considerable sum for
permission to make the transfer (lods et ventes). He had the right
to resume possession of a serf's holding when the latter died leaving
no children resident with him-a right known as mortmain
(mainmorte).
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The lord had retained judicial rights over the inhabitants of his
domain; but he did not regard these from the point of view of
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